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Viola rostrata var. crassifolia Hashimoto (nom. nud.) has affinity with V. faurieana 
W. Becker rather than V. rostrata Pursh. However, this plant differs from V. faurieana by 
having longer spur of corolla and smaller and not lustrous leaves. It is growing in rocky, 
not stony, places. Thus, it should be treated as a distinct species, and is named Viola 
awagatakensis Yamazaki, I. to & Ageishi. 
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Figs. 1-3. Viola awagatakensis and the related species. Fig. 1. Type of Viola 
awagatakensis Yamazaki, I. Ito & Ageishi. Fig. 2. Leaves of Viola 
faurieana (left) and V. awagatakensis (right). Fig. 3. Style of Viola 
awagatakensis. 
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Viola awagatakensis Yamazaki, I. Ito & 
Ageishi, sp. nov. 

Viola rostrata Pursh var. crassifolia 
Hashimoto, Violets of Japan: 135, photo 106 
(1967), nom. nud. 

Herba perennis. Rhizoma simplex, repens, 
subcarnosum, circ. 3 cm longum. Caulis 
brevissimus in anthesi, elongatus in fractu, usque 
ad 14 cm longus. Foria omnina radicalia, 
fasciculata, stipulis liberis, lanceolatis, attenuato- 
acuminatis, circ. 4 mm longis, lobis fimbriatis 3-4 
jugis porrectis, petiolis 1.5-4 cm longis, glabris, 
laminis subcarnosis, deltoido-ovatis, 1.5-2.8 cm 



Fig. 4. Viola awagatakensis. Niigata Pref., Minamikanbara-gun, 
Shitada-mura, Shionobuchi (Photo by Ageishi, May 3, 1996). 
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longis, 1.7-2.5 cm latis, utrinque glabris, apice 
subobtusis, basi truncatis vel subcordatis, supeme 
viridis, elustrosis, subtus dilute viridis, ad nervos 
purpurascentibus, serris 6-8-jugis crenatis. Flores 
axillares, ad basi cauliorum solitaria, circ. 1 cm in 
diam., pedicellis 4-5 cm longis, glabris, dilute 
violaceis, parte medium superiore bibracteolatis. 
Bracteae lineari-lanceolatae, acuminatae, circ. 2 
mm longae, basi fimbriatae, dilute violaceae. 
Sepala lanceolata, acuminata, 4-5 mm longa, 1.5- 
2 mm lata, integra, glabra, violacea. Petala dilute 
violacea, lateraia et infimum ad venas 
atroviolacea; 2 superiora, partibus patentibus 
orbiculato-obovatis, apice rotundatis vel leviter 
biolobatis, circ. 5 mm longis, 3.5 mm latis; 2 
lateralia ebarbata, partibus patentibus late 
ellipticis, circ. 5 mm lngis, 4 mm latis, infimum, 
parte patente elliptica, circ. 5 mm longa, 4 mm 
lata, apice rotundata; calcar circ. 12 mm longum. 
Stylus cylindricus, ca. 2 mm longus, glabrus; 
stigma truncato-punctatum. Capsula ovoidea, ca. 
3mm longa. Semina ellipsoidea, ochracea, 


lustrata, ca. 1.8 mm longa, 1 mm lata. 

Hab. Niigata Pref., Minamikanbara-gun: 
Shitada-mura, Shionobuchi 150 m (I. Ito, May 6, 
1984, no. 25879, Typus TI), ibid. (S. Ageishi, 
May 6, 1984, no. 25789, TI; Oct. 10, 1989, no. 
25533, TI; Apr. 22, 1996, no. 7992, TI). Shitada- 
mura, Kasabori 150 m (S. Ageishi, Jun. 26, 1983, 
TI). Shitada-mura, Ohe 250 m (I. Ito, Sept. 8, 
1984, TI); Mt. Mannosukeyama, Kamakurazawa, 
on sunny rock (S. Ageishi, May 15, 1996, TI). 
Kamo-shi; Awagatake, Nagase-Kamojinja 350 m 
(S. Ageishi, Apr. 29, 1996, no. 7994, TI). 

This new species has the most affinity with V. 
faurieana W. Becker, but differs in having flat 
and not lustrous uppper surface of leaves at 
maturity (Fig. 2, right) and longer spur of corolla. 
It is generally growing on rocks. Viola faurieana 
has leaves grooved along nerves and distinctly 
lustrous upper surface at maturity (Fig. 2, left) 
and short spur of corolla, 4-5 mm long. It is 
growing on banks or stony slopes, not on rocks. 



